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following a trade. Baldensperger, who writes of the orders
In Palestine from intimate personal observation, refers to
members of this class as " unrecognized dervishes," In con-
trast with the faqirs, whom he describes as " active '* or
"wandering" dervishes, who take the vow of poverty, let
their hair grow, and assume the cap and spear of their
lord, that is, of the founder of the order. Some dervishes,
he says, become " active " immediately on initiation, but
the majority take up the life of mendicancy after having
lived as unrecognized dervishes for years. It is possible to
revert to a secular life but this is not common.1 We have
spoken thus far of all members of the orders in the mascu-
line gender, but it should be emphasized that the benefits of
the orders are accorded to women, who may even aspire to
the rank of muqud'dim. Examples of female dervishes in
Palestine have come to my notice, though I understand they
are rare.
Such is the dervish organization — comparable in its con-
catenation to the monastic system of Western Christianity
— that was put in practice by the founders of the orders
still represented in Syria and Palestine.2 How it has come
about that few traces of this elaborate., closely knit system
of control are to be found among the dervishes living in
these lands to-day may be explained by a brief review of
the history of the Qadirfyeh, the mother order of the most
influential group. The founder of the order, 'Abd-el-Q&dir
ej-Jilani, was buried, as we have noted, at Baghdad in
1165. Here continues to be the residence of the direct suc-
cessor and representative of the founder, whose succession
must now be confirmed by the Sultan of Turkey, where the
order is most popular, with some twenty dervish, houses in
Constantinople. In course of centuries, secondary estab-
lishments spread over the world of Islam, presided over by
khaltfies and muquddims, who, in the early years of a given
establishment, rendered allegiance to the sheikh at Bagh-
dad. As time went on, however, each large establishment
3 The orders of Islam are comparable not only to the monastic but
to the masonic system.

